
Sts. Peter & Paulõs Catholic Church 

Centennial Celebration 1909-2009 
S U N D A Y ,  J U N E  2 8 ,  2 0 0 9  W A R R E N ,  M I N N E S O T A  

History of  

Sts. Peter & Paul 

Page 

Fr. Massonat: 

1909-1910 

2 

Fr. Fraling 

Nov. 1914-April 1915 

2 

Fr. Funk 

April 1915-Oct. 1915 

2 

Fr. Qullien 

1917 (a few months) 

3 

Fr. Merrill 

Sept. 1917-Feb. 1919 

3 

Fr. T.J. Heavey 

1919 

3 

Fr. Lyons 

Aug. 1919-1924 

3 

Fr. Mulvey 

Aug. 1924-1949 

3 

Fr. Stumps 

July 1949-1952 

4 

Fr. Lemen 

June 1952-1963 

4 

Fr. Monroe 

July 1963-Feb. 1965 

4 

Fr. Connely 

March 1965-July 1969 

5 

Fr. Proulx 

July 1969-June 1971 

5 

Fr. Nistler 

June 1971-June 1981 

5 

Fr. Bernauer 

June 1981-Jan. 1987 

6 

Fr. Glanzmann 

Jan. 1987-June 1987 

6 

Fr. Palcisko 

June 1987-June 1992 

7 

Fr. Sullivan 

July 1992-June 2000 

7 

Fr. Weisler 

July 2000-June 2001 

7 

Fr. LaMoine 

July 2001-June 2006 

8 

Fr. Sylvester 

July 2006-Present 

8 

Youth Rally 9 

Centennial  9 

HESED 10 

Grotto Donors 11 

Brick Donors 12 

 òIn July of 2008, Father 

Emmanuel appointed a 

Centennial Planning 

Committee to meet for 

the purpose of planning 

activities for a centennial 

celebration for the Dio-

cese of Crookston and 

also for the Parish of Sts. 

Peter and Paul in 2009.  

 With some modifica-

tion, the theme that was 

used for the 2008 Youth 

Rally, was chosen to be 

included in the Centen-

nial theme also: "Say Not, 

I Am Too Young" -"Say 

Not, I Am Too Old". We 

are never too young, or 

too old, to serve others 

and spread the love of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 The committee also 

chose a project that 

would involve the whole 

parish and would be a 

lasting memory for years 
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to come. A statue of our 

Blessed Mother Mary was 

chosen to be mounted on 

a cement slab with a brick 

arch put over the statue 

creating a Grotto just out-

side the church entrance. 

The statue, Our Lady of 

Grace, was made in Italy 

and was shipped to our 

church. Donations were 

accepted for the whole 

project, and the support 

from the parish was over-

whelming.  

 This would not have 

been possible without the 

generosity of the congrega-

tion and friends of the par-

ish. The Grotto will be 

blessed at the Centennial 

Celebration Mass on June 

28, 2009 by Bishop Michael 

Hoeppner.ó 

Bishop Michael Hoeppner 

òSay Not, I Am Too YoungñSay Not, I Am Too Oldó 

Our Lady of Grace 
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 From 1880 to the time a 

congregation was formed in 

Warren, Mass was said infre-

quently for the Catholic fami-

lies of Radium and Warren. 

Around the year 1906, Masses 

were held at the Nick 

Schantzen home in Radium. 

Francis Ferguson was baptized 

at the Schantzen home. His 

brother, Charles, was a mem-

ber of our Parish community 

from 1901 until his death in 

June of 1979. 

 It is believed that the first 

Mass celebrated by 

the Rev. Claude 

Massonet in Warren 

was in 1909 or 1910. 

 In 1914, when Father Jo-

seph Fraling was pastor at 

Stephen, it became evident to 

him that a Catholic Parish 

must be established in Warren 

to care for the spiritual needs 

of a considerable Catholic 

population there. His first 

Mass was celebrated in the 

"Unique Theatre" (where 

Hardware Hank, at 201 East 

Johnson is now), on 

November 29th with 

75 people in atten-

dance. After the 

services were over, an elec-

tion of trustees was held. Mr. 

J. O. Herrick, who was the 

agent at the Soo Line Depot, 

was elected secretary, and Mr. 

G. W. Smith,  a drayman, was 

elected treasurer. The Parish 

was incorporated on Decem-

ber 10, 1914. 

 The Protestant people of 

Warren aided considerably in 

building this Parish. One of 

them who deserves special 

mention is Attorney Julius J. 

Olson, father of Attorney 

Sletten Olson. In February of 

1915, Attorney Olson formu-

lated a subscription list for the 

new Church and backed it 

with a personal gift of $300 

and the lot. It looks as if the 

ecumenical movement was on 

the way then. 

 It was decided to build a 

frame church for the sum of 

$4,000.  With the help of the 

parishioners, especially the 

digging operations of Spring-

mier and Smith, the church 

was completed that very sum-

mer. The church stood on the 

lot where Eleanor Solbergõs 

home is today at 410 North 

Fifth Street. On October 10, 

1915 Bishop Timothy Corbett 

of Crookston, dedicated the 

new building, and on the same 

day installed the Rev. John P. 

Funk as its first resident pas-

tor. Father Funk had the addi-

tional charge of Euclid and 

Oslo, which were missions of 

Warren at the time. A house 

on the lot southwest of the 

church was purchased as 

the first rectory.  

 The first baptism re-

corded in the new Sts. Pe-

ter and Paul parish was that 

of Katharine Ferguson, 

which took place in Octo-

ber of 1915. The first nup-

tial Mass was a double wed-

ding ceremony performed 

at the church on November 

17, 1915 for Mr. and Mrs. 

Henry Walhaupt (nee 

Emma Stroble) and Mr. and 

Mrs. William Zblewski (nee 

Lenora Schantzen). The first 

funeral was in January of 

1916 for Mr. F. Schantzen, 

Mrs. William Zblewski's 

grandfather. 

 The first financial report 

of the Church was pub-

lished in December of 1916, 

listing the financial position 

of the 

Parish and 

a list of 

names of 

the first 

years' 

member-

ship. They 

were: J. 

Costello, 

O. Doug-

las, Hugh 

Ferguson, 

Mary Ferguson, W. Finch, 

Mrs. M. Finnegan, Mrs. 

Charles Franks, Mrs. 

Healey, Thomas Hannabury, 

J.O. Herrick, M. Ketter, 

Mrs. Kilfoyle, N. Kobilka, 

E.P. Lennon, Mrs. M. Lux-

emburg, Mrs. M. McGillan, 

J.M. McDonald, Miss Macy, 

A. Malm, F. Mlenek, Thomas 

Ovsak, Sr., Joseph Ovsak, 

Stephen Ovsak, F.W. Peck, 

Oscar Peterson, T. Rutz, 

Michael Rymer, Joseph Ry-

mer, Peter Rymer, Nick 

Schantzen, F. Schantzen, 

Ted Schantzen, Joseph Schil-

ling, George Smith, Ira Smith, 

Adrian Smith, E. Springmier, 

Mrs. N.O. Stadum, J. Stroble, 

and Mrs. J. Svoboda. 

 The first organ was do-

nated to the church by Mr. 

and Mrs. Thomas Ovsak, Sr. 

The first organist was Mrs. 

Ingolf Petersen, and the first 

choir director was Mrs. Cora 

Hatfield. Through the years, 

several of the Ovsak children 

played the organ; also Eliza-

beth Miller, and possibly oth-

ers; but the organist who 

stayed for any length of time 

was Mrs. Earl (Ann) Kaliher. 

The Kalihers were here from 

1949 until 1967, and during 

those 18 years, Ann played 

for both Sunday Masses, plus 

daily Masses, never missing a 

day unless she was sick or 

they were on vacation. Mr. 

and Mrs. Leonard Novak 

were married and joined the 

parish in 1965. In 1966 when 

Mrs. Kaliher asked for addi-

tional organists, Bernadette 

Novak volunteered. She was 

the head organist after the 

Kalihers left. Through the 

years she had help from Mrs. 

Norman Bruneau, Mrs. Felix 

Bienek, John Pryzbylski, Mrs. 

Tom Yutrzenka, Sue Bye, 

Darlyne Votava, Norita 
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